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The Transplant Research Foundation of BC (the “TRF”) supports innovative 

projects across British Columbia that has the potential to have significant impact 
on organ transplantation.  The intent of the Venture Grant competition is to fund 

new areas of research (e.g., new hypotheses, techniques, or ideas) that are in 
a pilot/feasibility stage, and which will lead to external peer reviewed funding to 
support the next stages of research.  

The initial Registration Form will be reviewed and upon determination of the TRF 

scientific committee, selected applicants will then be invited to submit a full 
Venture Grant proposal with corresponding guidelines.  

Eligibility Criteria 

 You are eligible to be the principal investigator on an application if you

meet the following:

o You have an academic or clinical appointment of assistant
professor/clinical assistant professor or higher;

o Your research facility (e.g., lab or research offices) is in BC;

o You are proposing a project in which the majority of research will
take place in BC; and

o You have held at least one external peer-reviewed research grant as
the principal investigator (or co-PI) within the last 5 years from a

peer review funding agency, or you must have submitted or be in
the process of submitting a grant application to a peer-review

granting agency. (A completed grant application cover sheet with
signatures must be submitted with the application.)

 Eligible projects include investigator-initiated clinical trials, clinical

research, ethics, patient-centered projects, or basic research projects;

 Projects that involve external collaboration are eligible and encouraged;

 An individual can be Principal Investigator on only ONE application per

competition;

 Investigators are not eligible to apply for new funding through this
competition while holding an existing Venture Grant.

 Investigators who have final project reports outstanding from any past TRF
internal grant/award competitions at the application deadline will not be

eligible to submit an application to this competition.
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Funding and Eligible Expenses 

Proposals will be considered for a maximum grant from the TRF of $25,000. The 

TRF will consider proposals for up to $50,000, when the amount of funds required 
in excess of $25,000 are provided by another funding agency and secured by the 

Applicant prior to the distribution of the TRF grant. 

 Projects must be able to be completed within one year of receiving the
funds. Funds not used within that one-year time period must be returned

to the TRF. Awards are non-renewable.

 The intent of this competition is to support new projects and not to provide

additional funding for existing projects (e.g., applications for top-up
funding are not eligible).

 The maximum budget amount may include in-kind contributions or
matching funds from other granting agencies.

 Requests for purchase of research equipment will also be considered as
part of a research project.

 Travel and transportation costs other than those required for data

gathering are not eligible expenses in this competition. This includes, but is
not limited to, travel costs associated with conference attendance or

investigator mileage. Any budget item that is considered to be ineligible
will be removed and the budget decreased by that amount.

 Personnel hired/contracted as a result of this research grant must be hired

through BC post-secondary institution or health authority.

Evaluation Criteria 

A multidisciplinary selection committee will review proposals; therefore, the 

application needs to be written so that knowledgeable investigators who are NOT 
experts in the field can fully understand the proposal. Applicants should define 

discipline-specific terms used and assume that the topic of your project is 
completely new to the two reviewers evaluating your grant. Applications will be 
evaluated according to the following criteria: 

 Project design and methodology

o Feasibility of the project within the timeframe and budget
o Novelty and the high-risk/high-reward nature of the project
o Potential long-term impact of the research (if results are successful)

 Investigator Credentials

o Research training

o Collaborations

o Institutional support and research environment.

o Track record of the applicant
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Registration 

The initial registration form (LOI) is available at (http://www.trfbc.org/research-
in-action/trf-venture-grants/apply/). Completed registration forms must 
be submitted by 4:30 p.m. PT on March 2, 2018.  Only selected 
applicants will be invited to submit a full Venture Grant application. Those 
applicants will be notified by email within one week of registration submission.

http://www.trfbc.org/research-in-action/trf-venture-grants/apply/)
http://www.trfbc.org/research-in-action/trf-venture-grants/apply/)
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Complete Application Requirements 

Guidelines and forms are available at http://www.trfbc.org/research-in-action/trf-

venture-grants/apply/  

The deadline for applications is 4:30 p.m. PT on April 2, 2018. 

Complete applications must be received by the TRF by this time or they will 

not be accepted. Applications missing any required document or signatures will 

not be accepted. A complete application includes: 

1. Grant Application Cover Sheet from your Academic Institution/Faculty.  The 
form must be signed by:

a. Applicant
b. Academic Department Head (not Division Head)
c. UBC Faculty Dean’s signature if you are not in Faculty of Medicine 

(see “Notes” below)

2. TRF Venture Grant Application 2018-2019 Form.  This form must be signed 
by:

a. Applicant
b. All co-investigators
c. UBC Academic Department Head (not Division Head)

3. Canadian Common CV (VCHRI version; funding source: VCHRI; CV type: 
TRF – Venture Grant) for principal and co-investigators. Attachments 
include Most Significant Contributions, Activities and Contributions, 
Interruptions and Delays, Patents and Intellectual Property Rights and 
Publication List. 

Notes: 

 If your academic institution is not UBC, please contact Dr. Alice Mui via

e- mail (alice.mui@ubc.ca).

 Applications missing any required document or signatures or that arrive

after the deadline will not be accepted.

 Please check EARLY with Dr. Mui if you are unsure about any of the

requirements.

Formatting instructions and page limitations 

The TRF Venture Grant Application form has been created in Microsoft Word with 
fillable form fields. All text will display in Times New Roman 12 format and no 
other formatting (e.g., bold, underline) is possible. You can use the tab key to 
move from form field to form field. The character maximums, if listed, include 
spaces but not paragraph breaks. 

Guideless for CV and TRF Venture Grant Application Attachments and Appendices: 

 Page headers contain Name and Given Name(s) in the upper right corner,

and section title (i.e. Publications or Research Proposal etc) in the upper
left corner

 Page Numbers in the footer in the lower centre

 Numbering: Number sequentially after CV, e.g. if the printout of CV ends
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on page 9, the attachment should begin at page 10. Follow the same 
procedure for the TRF Venture Grant Application 

 Use single spaced type in Times New Roman, 11 point

 Condensed type (e.g. “Narrow” font) or spacing is not acceptable

 Margins must be ¾ inch (2 cm)

 Page: 8.5” x 11” white single sided paper

 Follow the instructions for page limitations.  Pages in excess of the

limitations will be removed from the application before being forwarded to
reviewers

 No supplementary audio or video material will be accepted

 Appendices may only include the following: data collection tools,

participant consent forms, letters of support from collaborating

departments or organizations, and ethics approval certificates (if already
approved). All other information will be removed from the application
before being forwarded to reviewers.

Budget Justification 

 Provide enough detail for each item so that the review committee can

determine the feasibility of the project and whether the costs for each are
reasonable and why. If necessary, attach separate sheets for justification

of budget items.

 Travel expenses– do not include travel or transportation related expenses
in the budget; other than those directly required for data gathering.  If
other travel is part of the project, those expenses need to be supported
through in-kind contributions.

Award Notification and Reporting Requirements 

Notification of awards will occur upon peer review and TRF Board approval 
for funding in June 2018. When applicable, the commitment for matching funds 
must be secured prior to disbursement of TRF funding.  

Successful applicants are requested to participate in public awareness events as 
required by the TRF, and TRF funding should be acknowledged in any 
resulting publication.  A final project report and financial report must be 
submitted by e-mail to Kristi Coldwell (newlife@trfbc.org) within one month 
of project completion and/or termination of the grant. TRF will use 
the information to publicize research findings and to evaluate the impact of 
the program. TRF will contact Venture Grant recipients to 
receive information on publications, presentations/conferences and other 
funding resulting from the initial Venture Grant. 

mailto:newlife@trfbc.org
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Submission and Contact Information 

Complete applications and all associated materials are to be sent by email to 

Kristi Coldwell (newlife@trfbc.org) and Dr. Alice Mui (alice.mui@ubc.ca) by 4:30 

pm (PT) on April 2, 2018.

If required, you can send more than one email for your application. 
However, ensure that the PI Name and Project title appear in the email subject. 
If you have any concerns or questions related to your application, please ensure 
you contact Kristi Coldwell prior to April 2, 2018.

You will receive an email acknowledging receipt of your application. 

mailto:newlife@trfbc.org)



